WESLEY COVENANT SERVICE
“Come, let us join ourselves to the Lord in an everlasting
Covenant which will never be forgotten...” Jeremiah 50:5

A CALL TO COVENANT
Congregation stands.

And Can It Be?
By Charles Wesley 1738
And can it be that I should gain
An int’rest in the Savior’s blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain?
For me who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?
Amazing love! How can it be
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?
Long my imprisoned spirit lay,
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night.
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray,
I woke; the dungeon flamed with light!
My chains fell off; my heart was free.
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.
Amazing love! How can it be
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?
No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold I approach th’eternal throne
And claim the crown, thro’ Christ, my own.
Amazing love! How can it be
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?
Leader:
The relationship between God and his people is best described as a covenant. God made a covenant with Noah
that he would respond to his creation with patience and grace. He made a covenant with Abraham that he
would form and transform his people to be a blessing to the world. He made a covenant with Moses that he
would not abandon his people but that he would walk with them and redeem them. Finally, in his only Son, God
made a covenant that sin, death, and violence would not get the last word in his creation and that he would not
stop until evil is finally overcome with good.
God never forgets his part of the covenant, but too often we forget our covenant commitment to him. So today,
at the beginning of a new year, let us be reminded of our purpose.

Congregation:
We need God’s grace. Without his love and his grace we are lost in our sinful condition. The grace of God
means more to us than just forgiveness. Grace is the very activity of the Spirit of God cleansing us from sin
and re-forming the very core of our being.
Today, we have come so that we might experience anew the transforming grace of God. Our deepest desire is
to rededicate ourselves to the covenant relationship with God extended to us through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Here I Am to Worship
Light of the world, You stepped down into darkness,
Opened my eyes, let me see.
Beauty that made this heart adore You,
Hope of a life spent with You.
Here I am to worship,
here I am to bow down,
here I am to say that You're my God.
You're altogether lovely,
altogether worthy,
altogether wonderful to me.
King of all days, oh so highly exalted,
glorious in heaven above.
Humbly You came to the earth You created,
all for love's sake became poor.
Leader:
Let us pray together.
Congregation:
Almighty God, there is no way that we can hide our true hearts from you. Our hearts, our desires, and all of
our secret thoughts cannot be hidden from you. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the moving of your
Holy Spirit, so that we may love you perfectly and bring honor and glory to your name. Teach us to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.
Congregation is seated.

Exhortation by the minister:
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, there are three basic principles that we should write upon our hearts.
First, that the energy of our lives should be invested in things that are eternal rather than temporal. Second,
that the spiritual reality of God our creator, who we cannot see, is as certain as the things that we can see. And
finally, that the life choices we make each day matter not only for today, but in eternity. Therefore, each and

every day we must choose Christ and his purposes for our life. If we choose every day the way of love, the way
of peace, the way of Christ, then we are blessed both in our today and in whatever days lay ahead. But if we
refuse to honor the way of Jesus, then all that is good in life is undone forever.
So then, brothers and sisters, we need to make our choice. We can only turn to the right hand or to the left. We
can choose Christ with his yoke, his cross, and his crown; or we can choose destruction by giving ourselves over
to wealth, to pleasure, and to the curse of sin. Let us ask ourselves right now, “Soul, you see the options before
you; what are you going to choose to do? You can decide to travel the first, albeit narrow road, which is the path
of the Lord, or you can walk down the broad road that ends in brokenness and death. Which will we choose?”
If we choose the Lord’s path, we must always remember that the day we choose the crown of Christ, we also
must decide to take up his cross and be his servants. Those who wear his crown must also share in his
sufferings. What are we going to do? Are we going to keep on pursuing the alluring temporary gains and
pleasures of sin – knowing that we will also reap sin’s curse? Or will we yield ourselves as servants of Christ
and wear his crown?
I urge you to pay close attention to this question. Because, like it or not, each of us faces an avoidable
dilemma… We must decide. We cannot ride the fence or delay in making a decision. If we remain undecided,
we have already made the wrong decision. It is the very nature of who we are as human creatures that we must
serve somebody. To remain undetermined for Christ automatically makes us servants of self-centeredness and
sin. We have no option but to choose this day whom we will serve. We cannot rest until we have chosen our
master. This is the most important choice we will ever make.
Let me encourage us as a community to follow Jesus. Let’s decide this very day to allow our lives to be an
adventure with him. Let’s give ourselves over to his righteousness. I realize that to truly follow the way of Jesus
means that we will very often feel like we are sojourners and aliens in a land estranged from the presence of God.
A people determined to follow Christ will always be seen as strange in a world held captive to habits of violence
and selfishness. The problem is that the world keeps pressing us into its mold. If we fail to follow Jesus closely
and simply stay where we are, we will too easily conform to the patterns of this world. Our salt will lose all of its
saltiness. Christ offers, if we will follow him, to free us from sin’s bondage and to conform us to a different image
– the image of his Son. All we need to say is, “Lord Jesus, rescue us! Bring us out of this dark land and into your
land of promise. We will follow you. We cast ourselves upon you, upon your mercy, and upon your righteousness.”
Are we willing to say that? Are we ready now to make Christ our high priest? Are we ready to renounce any false
ideas we may have that we are exceptions to the rule, believing that we can save ourselves through our own
righteousness? It is time for us to not lean on our own understanding but rest upon the grace and
righteousness of Christ.
Are we ready to renounce our sin and misery without Christ?

CONFESSION
The people respond:
We hear you. We acknowledge our bondage to sin and misery. There is no question that we are sinners in
need of a Savior. We are thankful that the Spirit of God has given us the opportunity to flee from the
despair of brokenness and sin. We cry to the Lord, “Here we are! We cannot stay where we are! We will be
destroyed if we continue to have sin as a master.”
We want to be free from our sin and self-centeredness, but we have one problem. We don’t know how to be
free. We have become so good at being self-centered, we don’t know how else to live. How can we be free
from the chains and bondage of sin? What must we do to be saved?

Exhortation by the minister:
Great questions! Sometimes after recognizing the danger and ugliness of their sin, a person will look for help
and deliverance, but they will look for help everywhere else before they look to Christ. Aren’t we humans funny?
We will try everything we can to fix the mess of our lives on our own before we submit to the lordship of Christ.
We even will try to fix our lives using all kinds of “holy stuff.” We go to prayer meetings, we listen to
sermons, we read books, and we even participate in worship and praise, hoping that our salvation can be
found in one or more of these holy practices. But even the most pious acts of worship – although they have
their place – are ultimately of no saving help. We can even commit ourselves to works of charity and
service looking for our salvation, but even these can’t help. In fact, one of the ironies of sin is that often these
“holy acts” become an additional trap of sin because they fill us with the sin of pride. We could even try
religious legalism; but for too many, strict obedience to the law looked like a good well – but it was devoid of
any living water. Any attempt to find salvation through our own righteousness will end in failure.
So do we utterly forsake our own goodness and strength, and trust only in Christ?

SUPPLICATION
The people respond:
Lord be merciful to us. What shall we do?
We cannot stay the way we are, but we are completely unable to help ourselves. Pious prayers will not help
us. Listening to great and holy words will not help us. Even if we gave all our money to the poor, and gave
our bodies to be burned, none of this would bring our salvation. We are in big trouble. What should we do?

The Minister Exhorts:
More good questions… We must let our sin go. We must let our righteousness go. But it’s okay because Christ
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. We are his kind of people because he came to seek
and to save those who are lost.
The honest reality of our lives is quite frightening. But there is good news. If we trust the Lord, we have this
threefold assurance:
First, we have God’s self-revelation. The very idea of holiness is overwhelming. Being confronted with the
holiness of God should strike fear into every single heart. But we must never forget that Jesus Christ is the one
whom God the Father appointed as his clearest self-revelation. The character of God that we see in Jesus lets
us know that sin does not have the final word in our lives. Judgment does not have the final word in our lives.
The grace of God has the final word because in Christ, our Savior, the Father was redeeming and reconciling
the world to himself.
Second, we have God’s command. We try to make the gospel pretty difficult, but the command of God is pretty
basic: we are to believe in the name of his son Jesus Christ.
Do not be deceived. Believing is more than “cognitive assent” or believing with our head. The biblical writer
James reminds us that even the demons believe in Jesus in that way and shudder. God’s command is not that
we believe about Jesus but that we believe in his Son. To believe in Jesus is to so dare to trust that the way
Christ lived is the way that all of humanity was created to live so that we, too, commit every aspect of our lives
to his plan and his purposes. To believe in Jesus is to seek first his kingdom and his righteousness.

Third, we have the promise of God. Many of us as children learned the promise of John 3:16 that whoever
believes in him, shall not perish, but have everlasting life. That is our primary promise. If we allow the one who
rose from the dead to live in and through us, we, too, shall never die, but share in his eternal life. Jesus did not
come into the world to condemn the world but to give the world abundant life today and for all time.
Now, having this threefold assurance of God’s self-revelation, command, and promise, we can trust in Christ
with boldness and give our bodies over to Him.
The people pray together:
Lord Jesus Christ, here we are, lost creatures, your enemies, caught in the wrath and curse of sin. Will you,
Lord Jesus, be our advocate with the Father? Reconcile us to God, and save our lives. Do not refuse us,
Lord, for if you refuse us, we have nowhere else to go.
If we were coming to the Father in our own name, and in our own strength, we would deserve to be
ignored and set aside. But since we come in your name, as the Father has asked, we know that he will not
reject us. So, Lord, help us. Lord, save us.
We believe in you, Lord Jesus. We believe you are the revelation of God’s true nature. We throw
ourselves upon your grace and mercy. We cast ourselves upon your self-giving and sacrificial love. Do not
refuse us. We will stay until we know that we belong to you. In you alone we will trust, and rest, and
commit ourselves. In you alone we hope for pardon, for life, for salvation. If we perish, we perish in your
arms. If we sink, we will sink in your vessel. If we die, we die at your door. Do not send us away, for we
will not go. We are yours.

COMMITMENT
The minister exhorts:
Let us give ourselves to the Lord in faithful commitment. As his servants, we must give up the control and
sovereignty of ourselves to Christ. We must no longer give our bodies over to sin as instruments of
unrighteousness, but give ourselves to God. We should live as those who have been raised from the dead. Now
the members of our bodies have been set aside – sanctified – to be used as instruments of righteousness for
God. By the mercies of God, let us present our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God, which is
our spiritual act of worship.
Those who give themselves over to sin and the world say in their hearts, “Sin, I am yours; World, I am yours;
Riches, I am yours; Pleasures, I am yours.”
Rather, with the psalmist, we say to the Lord:
The people affirm together:
We belong to you, Lord. We honor you. We dedicate ourselves to your service.

The minister continues:
In giving ourselves to the Lord today, we also affirm that we will be completely content in any Kingdom service
to which we are called.
Christ has many callings to be fulfilled: some are very easy and honorable, others are demanding and menial.
But they are all Kingdom work.
Some Kingdom vocations seem to naturally fit our inclinations and interests. Others stretch us and make us
uncomfortable. Some of the tasks of the Kingdom are easy and fun; for example, the Lord encourages us to enjoy
friendship with one another, to eat with glad hearts, and to receive with gratitude his blessings of clothing and

shelter. Some of our duties are delightful and meaningful, such as rejoicing in the Lord, or praising God. These are
the sweet works of Kingdom citizenship. But then there are other works of Christ that are difficult and call for selfdenial. As servants of Christ, we must bear each other’s burdens, hold each other accountable for our sins, and take
a stand for righteousness. Like the martyrs, we must confess the name of Christ even if it costs us shame, reproach,
or our lives. In this secular society, we may be asked to suffer for being radically counter-cultural. Learning to be in
the world without being of the world may require us to pay the cost of discipleship.
It does not matter what Christ expects from us, we must yield ourselves to his complete will. There is no renegotiating
the terms of our covenant with Christ. His covenant terms are simple and straight-forward: it is all or nothing.
Are you still ready to be covenantal citizens of Christ’s Kingdom?
The minister and the people pray together:
Lord Jesus Christ, if you will take us into your house, if you will have us as your servants, we will obey you on
your terms. Impose on us any condition you please; write your law on our hearts; call us to whatever
assignment you will; let us be your servants.
Call us to whatever kind of life you will, Lord, and send us wherever you will. Let us be vessels of silver
or gold, or vessels of wood or stone; as long as we may be vessels of your honor, we are content. If we are
not the head, nor the eye, nor the ear, nor any of the nobler and more honorable parts you employ in your
body, allow us to be the hands, the feet, or any of the lowest and least esteemed of all your servants.
Lord, put us to work doing whatever you will; we will identify with whoever you want us to associate with.
We are willing to work; and we are willing to suffer.
Let us be employed for you, or laid aside for you, exalted for you, or trodden underfoot for you. You may
make us full or empty. You may give us all things or give us nothing.
We freely and heartily give all that we are to your pleasure and your disposal.

Come Thou Fount
Come Thou fount of ev'ry blessing. Tune my heart to sing Thy grace.
Streams of mercy never ceasing. Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet. Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it. Mount of Thy redeeming love.
Here I raise mine Ebenezer. Hither by Thy help I'm come.
And I hope by Thy good pleasure. Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger. Wand'ring from the fold of God.
He to rescue me from danger. Interposed His precious blood.
O to grace how great a debtor. Daily I'm constrained to be.
Let Thy grace Lord like a fetter. Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee.
Prone to wander Lord I feel it. Prone to leave the God I love.
Here's my heart Lord take and seal it. Seal it for Thy courts above.

The minister continues:
Friends, the commitment to Christ that we have just made is the essence of true Christianity. When we have
chosen God to be our portion and happiness; when we have laid all our hopes upon Christ, casting ourselves
wholly upon the merits of his righteousness; when we have understandingly and heartily resigned and given
ourselves to him; then we are Christians indeed – but never until then. Christ can only save those who are
willing to be his disciples – his servants. He is the author of eternal salvation for those who obey him fully.
Christ will not force any person to be his servant. The children of God are a willing people, and Christ will only
accept those who have surrendered themselves completely to him. He will be our all in all, or he will be nothing.

COVENANT
And now, let us stand together and confirm our commitment by a solemn covenant, beginning with the singing
of a covenant hymn.
The congregation stands.

O For a Heart to Praise My God
O for a heart to praise my God,
A heart from sin set free,
A heart that always feels Thy blood
So freely shed for me.
A heart resigned, submissive, meek,
My great Redeemer’s throne,
Where only Christ is heard to speak,
Where Jesus reigns alone.
O for a lowly, contrite heart,
Believing, true, and clean,
Which neither life nor death can part
From Him that dwells within.
A heart in ev’ry thought renewed
And full of love divine,
Perfect and right and pure and good—
A copy, Lord, of Thine.
Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart;
Come quickly from above;
Write Thy new name upon my heart,
Thy new, best name of Love.

The minister will instruct the people:
One last time, let us search our hearts and be confident that we are ready to make this commitment to God
in Christ.
First, let us search our hearts again and consider what our sins are and decide if we really are willing to repent
of them all. Think about the laws of Christ and how strict and spiritual they are. We need to make sure again
that we are willing to make his life the rule of our lives.
Second, we need to compose our spirits and put ourselves in the most serious frame of mind possible. This
covenant is not just empty words or meaningless ritual. Covenanting our lives to the life of God is the most
serious commitment we will ever make.

Third, we must take hold of the covenant faithfulness of God. Even though we participate in this covenant with
all we are, we will not in our own strength be able to keep our promise. We can, however, make this covenant
with confidence because our trust is in his faithfulness, his grace, and his strength.
Fourth, we must resolve to be faithful. As covenant partners with Christ, our bodies no longer belong to
ourselves or to sin. Our bodies belong to God. We must do everything we can to daily give up our lives as his
living sacrifices, presenting our bodies as instruments of his righteousness.
Finally, now that we are prepared, in the most solemn manner possible, as if the Lord were visibly present
before our eyes, let us bow and open our hearts to the Lord.
The minister and the people pray together:
O most holy God, we cry to you. Like the prodigal son, we have each gone our own way. We have fallen away
from you by our own sinfulness and are by nature children of death and sin. But in your abundant and
infinite grace, you have promised mercy to us in Christ if we will turn to you with all our hearts. Therefore, in
response to the good news of grace that you have given to us, we come now, bow our hearts before you,
and surrender our lives to your love and mercy.
Because you require, as the condition of our covenant relationship with you, that we should put away all
idols and reject all destructive influences in our lives, we here, from the bottom of our hearts, renounce
them all. We firmly covenant with you not to allow ourselves to become slaves to sin, but to use all of the
means of grace that you have given to us to flee from and put to death all of those forces that try to corrupt
and do damage to your life in us. We humbly affirm before your glorious majesty that it is the firm resolution
of our hearts to forsake all that is dear to us in this world, rather than to turn away from your Kingdom and
your purposes. We will avoid all temptations, whether the lure of prosperity or the fear of adversity, lest
they should withdraw our hearts from you.
And since you have, in your boundless mercy, offered graciously to be our God through Christ, we call on
heaven and earth to record this day, that we do here solemnly choose you to be our Lord and our God. We
do here take you, the Lord Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as our portion and do give up ourselves,
body and soul, as your servants, promising and vowing to serve you each day in holiness and righteousness.
Blessed Christ, we come to you hungry, wretched, miserable, blind, and naked, unworthy to wash your feet,
much less be your covenant partners. But since, in your unmatched love, you have called us, we do here
with all our power accept you and take you to be the head and Lord of our lives. We will love, honor, and
obey you before all others, until we die. We renounce our own worthiness and claim your righteousness as
our own. We renounce our wisdom and ask you to be our only guide. We renounce our own will and take
your will as our law.
And since you have told us that we must share in your sufferings, we do here covenant with you to accept
our life, as you will it. With you and by your grace we will meet every hardship and challenge with you,
knowing that neither life nor death can separate us from you.
Now, Almighty God, Searcher of Hearts, you know that we make this covenant with you this day without any
known reservation. We plead with you that if you see any wicked way in us you will reveal it and help us to
put it right.
O Eternal Jehovah, the Lord God Omnipotent, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you have now become our
Covenant-Friend, and we, through your infinite grace, have become your Covenant-Servants. And this
covenant that we have made on earth, let it be ratified and remembered in heaven.
Amen.

COMMUNION & BLESSING
Jesus Messiah
He became sin who knew no sin,
that we might become his righteousness.
He humbled himself and carried the cross.
Love so amazing, love so amazing.
Jesus Messiah, Name above all Names,
Blessed Redeemer, Emmanuel,
the rescue for sinners, the ransom from heaven,
Jesus Messiah, Lord of all.
His body the bread, His blood the wine,
broken and poured out all for love.
The whole earth trembled and the veil was torn.
Love so amazing, love so amazing.
All our hope is in You. All our hope is in You.
All the glory to You, God, The light of the world.

RESPONSE & CLOSING

